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Foreword
It is clear to me that the challenges we face in dealing
with land degradation, a changing climate, food and water
security, energy demands and the needs of increasing
populations are unprecedented. With a diminishing
global natural resource base, including some estimates
of only about 50 years of top soils remaining and with
severe aquifer depletion in China, India, Africa and the
Middle East, it seems obvious that we can’t continue to
mismanage the landscape as we have done.
It is well documented that the environment in Australia
is also under increasing stress from human activity and
will suffer further from the effects of climate change.
Agriculture, which relies on nature for managed output
is also under stress. Despite good practices of many of
our land managers and farmers linked to some good
science, the realities of an increasingly arid and degraded
landscape with severe salinity and erosion, diminishing
river flows, high evaporation rates, decreasing availability
of groundwater, declining soil health and rising input costs
for fuel and non organic fertilisers, will impact significantly
not only on the productivity and viability of agricultural
enterprises, but also on the health of our environment and
the well being of every Australian.
Change is required now.
The good news is that solutions do exist in Australia. In
my travels I have seen wonderful examples of individuals
regenerating the landscape through various ‘innovative’
practices. Through good soil and water management,
they shine like beacons as stunning examples of what can
be, and to my mind, must be done to meet the challenges
of the future. But, for all sorts of reasons, their work in
successfully managing the paddock is not being widely
adopted nor quickly enough.

The Soils for Life Program intends to give these leaders
a strong, persistent voice, to show us all the compelling
advantages of adopting proven high performance in
landscape management. This document is the beginning
of our work to encourage change in how the Australian
landscape can be regenerated and enhanced to realise
sustainable productivity, with consequent social,
environmental and global benefits.
Our initial set of case studies cover a range of regions and
land use types across Australia, developed as independent
and objective evaluations. They are written to tell a story
in sufficient detail of how our landscape management
leaders have made the change to sustainable, triple bottom
line practices. Whilst common themes are recognisable
throughout their stories, each of them is different and
provides a range of ideas that the next generation of early
adopters can embrace.
This is a first but critically important step.
At the strategic level, we must support the example of
land management leaders, with sound national policy,
incentives and research, to ensure that Australia can play a
leading role in providing these solutions both regionally and
globally. A national, integrated mechanism appropriately
supported and managed at the highest political level,
must be established to facilitate the required cooperation
between national, state and regional authorities.
To save the planet we must save the soils and there is not
much time to do it.

Michael Jeffery AC AO(Mil) CVO MC
Major General (Retd)
Chairman, Soils for Life
September 2012
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ABOUT SOILS FOR LIFE
Purpose
Outcomes Australia’s Soils for Life Program is an environmental organistion with the principal purpose of enhancing the
natural environment through the provision of information and education on innovative leading performance in managing
Australia’s natural environment, with a particular focus on the Australian rural landscape.

Objective
To facilitate positive and sustained change in how the Australian landscape is managed to ensure a thriving natural
environment for the benefit of all Australians.
This objective will be achieved through three phases.

66 Phase 1: Identify leading practice in landscape management through documenting, demonstrating and
promoting those practices.

66 Phase 2: Address the impediments to the wider adoption of these leading practices.
66 Phase 3: Encourage the adoption of these leading practices as the norm across the agricultural landscape in
Australia, setting a positive example for others.

The Program is expected to take up to 15 years to complete. This document contributes to the achievement of Phase 1.
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